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The Riverside County Fire Department Fire Protection Planning Section (RCFD FPPS) will apply the 
following requirements for mountainous, high fire hazard areas of Riverside County.  To assist in the 
preparation and submittal of required plans, the following minimum information shall be provided.  
Additional information may be required on a case-by-case basis as determined by the plan reviewer. 
 
1) Access Roads: 

a) Driveways less than 150-feet in length with a minimum width of 12-feet, no turnouts or 
turnarounds are required. 

b) Driveways exceeding 150-feet, but less than 300-feet in length, shall be provided with a minimum 
width of 16-feet and an approved turnout at mid-point.  An approved turnaround shall be provided 
within 50-feet of any building. 

c) If a required turnout cannot be provided at mid-point, the minimum road width shall be 20-feet the 
entire length with a turnaround within 50-feet of any building. 

d) Driveways exceeding 300-feet shall be no less than 20-feet in width.  No turnouts are required, 
however, an approved turnaround shall be provided within 50-feet of any building. 

e) Multiple parcels served by the same access shall be a minimum of 20-feet in width regardless of 
driveway length. 

f) Turnaround areas shall be approved by the Fire Department for location and size. 
g) Access roads shall not have an up or down grade in excess of 15%. 

 
2) Water for Fire Protection: 

a) If within a water-serving district, an approved fire hydrant shall be located within 250 feet of any 
portion of the lot frontage with a minimum fire flow of 1000 gallons per minute.  The local Water 
Purveyor shall provide system information. 

b) If no water system exists, a tank sufficient to contain 2-gallons per square foot of the largest 
structure shall be provided on site.  Minimum tank size for fire protection is 2,500 gallons. 

c) On-site water tank plans shall be reviewed and approved by the Fire Department for size, 
construction and location. 

d) In lieu of on-site water storage in excess of 2,500 gallons, a sprinkler system in compliance with 
NFPA 13D standards may be used as mitigation.  The system shall be designed by a properly 
licensed fire protection contractor (C-16), submitted for review and approval by the Fire 
Department prior to installation.  With the NFPA 13D system the on-site storage requirement may 
be reduced to not less than 2,500 gallons. 

 
3) Fuel Modification, Removal of Flammable/Combustible Materials: 

a) Buildings in high fire areas shall provide a minimum 100-foot clearance, or as may be otherwise 
approved by the Fire Department, of all flammable/combustible vegetation and/or materials from 
all buildings. 

b) Special construction measures may be required. 
 
Questions regarding specific applications should be directed to RCoFD Fire Protection Planning staff. 
 


